
 
       

Trusting in God’s Time 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end  

without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,  

something new. 
 

And yet it is the law of all progress 

that it is made by passing through some stages of instability— 

and that it may take a very long time. 
 

And so I think it is with you; 

your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 

Don’t try to force them on, 

as though you could be today what time 

(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own  

good will) will make of you tomorrow. 
 

Only God could say what this new spirit 

gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our God the benefit of believing 

that God's hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 

in suspense and incomplete. 

—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ 
 

How do you decide what to preach each week, Pastor? 
 

Every week, preachers are provided with four texts from which to preach. The 

lectionary, as it’s called, (from a Greek word for readings), is built on a three-year 

cycle. On any given Sunday, a pastor can preach from any of the readings, or one 

of her own choosing. I most often tend to focus on the gospel reading assigned to 

that date. As a pastor looks over the texts, he tries to hold, (juggle, actually), many 

concerns while deciding which direction the sermon should take. Among these 

are: what does the congregation need to hear, now?  What is going on in this 

place, this state, our country or world that needs to be discussed in light of this 

particular set of readings? Or, put another way, how can the gospel inform and 

enlighten the situation at hand…and how can these ancient readings speak to our 

lives today? Then, holding all the above in her heart, the pastor must decide on 

how this particular message is conveyed. The homiletics (think homily, or 

preaching) professor at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, where I attended, 

suggested that each pastor carry three types of sermons in her “toolbox:” A 

Celebratory sermon; A Comforting sermon; and a Challenging sermon.  No 

congregation can thrive on a steady diet of just one type of sermon. Of  course, 

celebratory and comforting sermons are nice to hear, but we are called as 

Christians to serve and love our neighbor, and to welcome the stranger._and a big 

part of my call is to challenge all of us, as the body of Christ, to do those things.  
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Worship Notes 
(How to navigate Zoom worship while 
sheltering in place even if you don’t have 
a computer or a Smart phone) 

 

   Zoom is a handy program that 

helps us to be together (virtually, 

that is), in real time. The program 

allows us to see each other and to 

chat before worship begins and 

afterward, as well  

   You don’t have to download 

anything to your computer, tablet or 

Smart phone. Just click on the link I 

will send via email each week, or 

copy and paste this link into your 

browser (the address line on your 

internet page): 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/823930

74728. The link includes the Meeting 

ID.  However, if you don’t have 

access to a computer, you can 

always call in just before worship 

begins. You won’t be able to see us, 

and we won’t be able to see you, but 

we’ll see your phone number and 

know you’re connected. You can 

interact with everyone else who is 

logged into the worship service, and 

you can hear the worship service in 

real time.  

   All you need to do is to call 

1 301-715-8592, wait for the 

prompt, and enter this ID: 

823 9307 4728 These numbers 

and links will work every single week 

for as long as we continue to 

worship this way. 

   If you happen to miss church at 

10:00, Kallie Mill records the 

services each week and posts them 

on Gloria Dei’s Facebook page, so 

you can always watch the service at 

your convenience, here: 

https://www.facebook.com/gloria.de

i.940/videos/965980630484659/ 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Around the Church 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

All worship services and meetings held via Zoom 
 

 

Adult Education Bible Study 

Sunday, August 23, 9:00 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571 
1 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 8997130571 
 

Sunday Worship service 10 am 

Sunday, August 23, 10 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 823 9307 4728 
 

“Faithful Conversations” 

Dear Church Discussion 

Wednesday, August 26, 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321 
Meeting ID: 817 0494 7321 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Friday, August 28, 8:30 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965 

1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 821 8649 9965 
 

Adult Education Bible Study 

Sunday, August 30, 9:00 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571 
1 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 8997130571 
 

Sunday Worship service 10 am 

Sunday, August 30, 10 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 823 9307 4728 
 

“Faithful Conversations” 

Dear Church Discussion 

Wednesday, Sept. 3, 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321 
1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 817 0494 7321 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Friday, September 5, 8:30 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965 
1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 821 8649 9965 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Faithful Conversations 
A weekly discussion group about  

how our faith informs what is  

happening in the world around us.  
Facilitated by Pastor Peggy Yingst and  
Pastor Israel Jurich. 

 

          This Week: August 26  

               7pm via Zoom: 

Dear Church by Lenny Duncan 

Chapter 3 
Dylann Roof was a member of an ELCA 

Congregation. How does that affect us? 
 

     
 

 

 
 

 

We have our own YouTube Channel! 
You now have a third way to connect to 

worship at Gloria Dei… 
 

Richard Whitwer has been successful in getting our 

services published on YouTube. It is amazing to have 

our services so easily and readily available! We invite 

you to check it out! 

 

All the Sunday services from the first of April to the 

present have been uploaded to this site.  You can either 

search for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Coos 

Bay on YouTube or follow this link:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-

reAJS2qjBVzIBw5qNO2iA 
 

Once at the channel you will see all the various videos 

of services from the first of April to the present in a 

single line.  Clicking on the 'videos' tab will get you to a 

page that shows all the videos on a single 

page.  Clicking on the 'playlists' tab you will see a 

folder for each month which includes services from that 

month.  He hasn’t quite figured out how to get the 

videos to display in chronological order.  Videos of 

services should be uploaded by the Monday following 

each Sunday.  If you have any comments or 

suggestions for improvements, let Richard Whitwer 

know. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Around the Church  

                                                                                   

Remember in Prayer… 
 

All essential workers,  

Medical personnel, mail carriers, delivery 

drivers, first responders, police, food processors 

and restaurant and grocery workers, that they 

stay safe during this crisis. 

For the healing of this nation. For those 

protesting unhealthy systems that perpetuate 

inequality and racism. For those whose lives 

and businesses that have been harmed by 

counter-protesters.  

Kay Hamilton – general health issues 
 

Carol Foster – cancer that has returned 

Brian Wolcot – awaiting a liver transplant 

Dick Carter – general concerns 

Noma Hild – foot issues/ wound care 

  Don Bunyard – Recovering from a broken arm and a serious fall. 

Christine Huffman – recovering from a series of small strokes  

Darla Scott – sister of Annette Reher, recovering from cancer surgery. 

  

 

Gloria Dei  
Church Council 

 

 
RICHARD WHITWER, Pres. 
756-4255 
 

BOYD BJORKQUIST, VP 
756-5325 
 

LYNN DANNER, Secretary 
267-0693 
 

JIM GILBERT Treasurer 

808-3642 
 

JEN SHAFER, Bookkeeper  
297-3440 
 

CURTIS BUELL 
290-6445 
 

JENNY FORBES 
396-7114 
 

PAUL HALVOR 
756-5791 
 

KATHIE HODGIN 
266-0816 
 

KATHY JACOBSON 

269-2483 
 

KALLIE MILL 
290-1122 
 

LINDA MITCHELL 
297-2976 
 

ANNETTE REHER 
266-0730 
 

KEITH SELANOFF 
(503) 839-4098 
 

IAN STEVENSON 

269-2181 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Please send pictures of 
yourself and/or your family 

to Pastor Peggy today. 

pastorpeggy@hotmail.com 

 

Intern Pastor 

Claire Ackleow’s 
Ordination 

Saturday, Sept. 19, 

11am PDT 

 

Log on to: 

https://facebook.com

/HCLCRacine 

 

If you’d like  

to send a card: 

1601 Newberry Ln., 

Racine, WI 53402 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

Women’s  

Text Study 
Every Friday at 8:30 am 

via Zoom 
Join them online to discuss 

the upcoming Sunday’s  

Scripture readings. Call 

Pastor Peggy for details 

(802) 579-1948. 

Your consistent donations  
are important now more than ever. 

Simply Giving ®  
A simple choice, a generous response  

   Through Simply Giving®, your gifts are made through a 
pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You 
determine the frequency of your automatic gift—weekly, 
semi-monthly or monthly—the option is yours. You don’t 
need to worry about making your contribution while we’re 
away or when you’re on vacation.   

To sign up, contact Violet in the church office. 

541-267-2347 
 

 

Mingus Park Worship Service - Sept. 20, 10 am 
 

• Mandatory wearing of masks 
• Absolutely no contact with each other,  

which includes hugging   

• Please bring your own chair.  
Chairs will be stationed 6+ feet apart. 

• This will be a service of the Word. And 
there will be no singing of any kind. 

• Gloria Dei will provide individual, pre-

packaged, safe communion cups.  
• Gloves will be encouraged 

• The offering plate will not be passed, 
but will be stationed in the back.  

• Attendance will be by reservation 
only. Limited to 25.  

• We won’t be able to remain for a  

time of fellowship (so please,  
don’t bring a box of donuts to share!) 

• The bathrooms will not be available. 
• Park in the lot by the swimming pool.  

  

 

YouTube Live! Free! 
Put it on your calendar! 

  

Sept. 12: https://youtu.be/po9MHCgxu94 

Sept. 13: https://youtu.be/G2wBL8oGBvM 
 

As always, this show is presented to our 
community for free. If you feel inspired to make a 
donation to fund inclusive, accessible community 
theater, please feel free to give at 
our GoFundMe!  All proceeds through the month 
of September will be split with the Dolphin 
Playhouse, our partners in producing this socially-

distanced experience of live theater, directed by 
Jane Stebbins.     
https://www.coosbayshakespeare.com/   

Wooded Property 
(behind the church) 

Clean-up 
 

On both August 13 and 

August 19, youth work 

crews from AYA 

(Alternative Youth 

Activities) assisted in 

removing the 

accumulated debris left 

from a couple of 

camps. On Saturday, 

Aug. 22, folks from the 

congregation gathered 

to finish the job. Next 

up, getting estimates 

on cutting the trees to 

discourage more 

camps.  
 

Thanks to Don Blom 

and Angela McAlister 

for spearheading this 

project.  

 

Around the Church & Coos County 



 

• We were pleased to receive 53 responses from the congregation on the survey sheets.  

  There were no surprises and we think we perhaps have enough data to begin filling out 
  the MSP.  (Ministry Site Profile) 
 

• We opened an ELCA account, with Pastor Peggy as our contact person and committee chair. 
  We started filling out the first pages of basic information about our congregation. 
  
• We decided that we will designate former intern Paul Strike as our reference for a lay person   

   from outside the congregation  (Marilyn contacted him and he is pleased to do this) ;  
  Pastor Peggy will act as our ELCA clergy reference; she will ask Ken Denton to become our 

  inside-the-congregation reference; and of course, Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar will be our 
  Bishop reference.  
 

• Marilyn will check with the Chamber of Commerce to obtain information regarding specific 

  demographics of our community. 
 

• Violet will check the most recent congregation's report to the synod for specific demographic 
   information pertaining to our congregation. 
 

• Annette will use our current directory to research information regarding percentage of 
  members living at various distances from Gloria Dei. 

 
• Lynn will research budget data from last year's annual report. 
 

• Homework: each of us will write out, as best we can, responses to the 
   questions on the MSP, trying to synthesize input we have gathered from the survey  

   responses and Sunday morning discussions.  
 

• The next meeting will be Friday, Sept. 4th, at 10:00 am 
 
At this meeting, the group will read and discuss our individual draft responses. Marilyn and Lynn 

will take notes, and then we will later meet to gather all our email written responses and use 
everyone's input to write the first draft of the MSP. Others are welcome to help with that, of 

course. It would be great if we could have the 1st draft ready to present to Council on their 
Sept. 24th meeting! 

  

Transition Team News 
 

 

Team Members: 
If you have any questions, please call the church office, Pastor, or one of the 
members on the Transition Team. 

 

Don Blom:  (541) 290-5317         Kathie Hodgin: (541) 266-0816 
Lynn Danner: (541) 217-4655        Annette Reher: (541) 266-0730 
Marilyn Halvor: (541) 756-5791         Pr. Peggy Yingst: (802) 579-1948 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

      

Sign up to receive synod emails (www.oregonsynod.org), 
so you can stay in loop on more coming events. 

 

 

 

Around the Oregon Synod 
 

Oregon Synod 
2800 N. Vancouver Ave., Suite #101,  

Portland, OR 97227 

(503) 413-4191 
Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar- BishopLaurie@OregonSynod.org 
Bishop's Associate Juan Carlos La Puente- 

juancarlos@OregonSynod.org 
Bishop's Associate Pr. Melissa Reed- 
pastormelissa@OregonSynod.org 

Synod Office (Jemae McCanna)- office@OregonSynod.org 
Disaster Response Team (Jan Wierima) - 

beprepared@oregonsynod.org 

 

Synod Assembly: 
a two-day Zoom event! 

 
Friday, November 6: 
   3:00 pm-8:30 pm 

         Saturday, November 7:    
              8:30 am-4:00 pm 

More details to come. 
Registration opens September 20. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Around the ELCA 
 
 

Hunger in the Time of COVID-19: 

Life for Today and Hope for Tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV host; the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); and the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee, 

bishop of the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod, invite you to an online benefit — the first of 

its kind — for ELCA World Hunger. Our goal is to raise $250,000 to confront hunger in the time 

of COVID-19. 
 

When: Thursday, Sept. 24, 5:00 p.m. PDT 

Where: Zoom virtual event 
REGISTER HERE 

 

We are in a historic moment, facing a once-in-a-century pandemic and a global change in hunger 

unlike anything we have seen in our lifetimes. Domestically and internationally, hunger is 

increasing at alarming rates. At this event, you will learn about the unique ways ELCA World 

Hunger is responding. Our hosts will also discuss the ongoing root causes of hunger and poverty 

addressed in Rick Steves’ recent special Hunger and Hope: Lessons From Ethiopia and 

Guatemala. And you will hear from ELCA World Hunger partners on the front lines of the 

current hunger crisis, who will tell you firsthand how your gifts make a difference. 

 

We are called by God to share hope in this time of challenge. Join us to face this global hunger 

crisis head-on and to continue moving toward a just world where all are fed. 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton invites you to “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 

 
On Sunday, Sept. 13, congregations will observe “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. This year our 
church — and our world — are living through the COVID-19 pandemic. Physical distancing has 
changed the way we worship and serve. But the need is great, and God’s church is at work. 

We encourage you to plan your day of service in compliance with local health guidelines. 
The safety and well-being of your volunteers and those you serve is a top priority. 

Follow all local guidance regarding physical distancing, mask-wearing, maximum 
gathering size and building capacity limits. 

Acts of service can happen anywhere: you might contribute to an online project from 

your home or volunteer in person keeping a safe physical distance and wearing a mask. 
To help you plan for “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, we invite you to 

visit ELCA.org/DayofService for resources including: 

• "Service in the Time of COVID-19" toolkit addendum 

• An invitational video from Bishop Eaton 

• Planning toolkit 

• Special hymn text, music and recording 

• Promotional items 

• Posters, postcards and social media graphics 

• Videos 
 
If your congregation cannot participate on Sept. 13, please consider another day for your service 
activities. 
Don’t forget to share your congregation’s participation with us! Send your stories and photos 
to LivingLutheran@elca.org so that together we can celebrate what God accomplishes through you. 
Participate on social media using #GodsWorkOurHands. 

Around the ELCA 
 


