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It’s kind of amazing how all things work together…last week, Irene Sund contacted me 
about getting together, somehow, to talk about our common Norwegian heritage. I sent 

her a picture from 1973 that I had posted on Facebook and she responded back. And 
then, Facebook did what it does to keep you hooked. It showed me pictures I had 

posted on that particular day throughout the years. My posting from 2011 stopped me 
cold. 

 
On a Friday afternoon in the summer of 2011, just outside of Oslo, a young Norwegian 

man named Anders Breivik put on a police uniform and made his way onto an island 

camp that about 680 Norwegian youth were attending. Because of the uniform, the 
youth trusted and obeyed him when he called them to come closer. He surprised 

everyone when he began shooting, killing as many as he could. Over and over he 
reloaded and the scenario kept repeating itself. Some tried to swim to the mainland. 

Some played dead in their effort to survive. But he just kept shooting and killing. In all, 
he killed about 85 young people, or what amounted to an eighth of them. Norway hasn’t 

seen this type of violence since it was invaded in World War II.   
 

Some of you know that I have lots of aunts, uncles and cousins in Norway. I remember 
spending a good deal of time that day checking on them. But I also have a couple of 

young friends who were 18 and 19 at the time who I also worried about. Synne said she 
had a friend at the camp who was among the first to escape. She said, “she’s okay, but 

not really ok, you know, Peggy, she’ll never be the same.”  
Her words made the tragedy even more real for me.  

 

Who would have expected anything like this to happen in Norway?  
Who expects anything like this to happen anywhere?  

We remember Sept. 11 and the terrorist bombings that killed nearly 3000 people.  
But apparently, unlike Osama bin Laden’s Sept. 11 plan to target Americans, the 

perpetrator this time was one of their own, a Norwegian, inflicting all this mayhem on 
his own people.  

Kinda like Timothy McVeigh bombing the federal building in Tulsa, Oklahoma and killing 
168.  

What should we do with people like Timothy McVeigh, Osama bin Laden and Anders 
Breivik?  

Timothy McVeigh was executed by lethal injection in 2001, Bin Laden was executed by 
our Navy Seals, also in 2011. But Breivik? What should happen to him?   

 
I think that what you believe about them may say a lot about what you believe about 

God. 

 
 

 



 
The last sentence in today’s second lesson is the final, triumphal statement in Paul’s 

grand argument in his letter to the Romans.  Notice Paul’s rhetorical questions…who is 
against us? who will bring charges? Who will condemn us? Who will separate us from the 

love of God? 
 

And then, note his answers… God is for us; nobody is against us because of what God 
has done; God saved us through Christ; and nothing will ever separate us from God’s 

love! 

Throughout his letter, Paul expertly constructed a number of arguments which he then 

knocked down, one by one…all leading up to this point…. Nothing can separate us from 
the love of God!! Say it with me! NOTHING…That’s right, NOTHING!!! 

 
In the nine months that I have had the privilege to be your pastor, I don’t think I have 

ever said the “g” word from the pulpit, (possibly because I rarely USE the pulpit, but I 

digress)…I know that maybe some of you expected to hear this word before now, and 
maybe some of you have never even thought about it. Either way, that’s okay. There 

are so many people who believe that being gay is a crime against nature and they use 
Bible verses as evidence that God agrees with them – people like the late Fred Phelps 

the Westboro Baptist Church in Kansas who picketed the funeral services of AIDS victims 
and US soldiers killed in Iraq or Afghanistan. Others are conservative pastors such as 

Pat Robertson and his 700 Club, James Dobson and his Focus on the Family – or former 
presidential candidate Michelle Bachman, whose husband runs a clinic that attempts to 

“fix” gay people. 
Oh, that’s why I love today’s text so much and why it is one of the reasons I couldn’t 

resist the temptation to preach on it. I know many of you love this text, too.  
I don’t have to refute what those people say, or challenge what they believe.  

In this text, I have Paul’s wonderful statement about God’s love for all of us. 
It makes me feel good just reading those the text’s last two verses.  

But let me be clear.  

I don’t believe that God makes mistakes in creation, nor do I believe that being gay is a 
sin. What I do believe is that God works in all things for good for those who love God, 

AND, here’s the biggie, of course, 
there is NOTHING, NOTHING at all, that can separate me or anyone else from God’s 

love. This text provides us with all the evidence we need that God will never stop loving 
each and every one of us. 

 
But God’s love goes farther than that. Some of you may have heard me talk about my 

belief that God loves us all unconditionally. That belief is based, in part, on the same 
verses of today’s text. When I talk about salvation in the same way that I talk about 

God’s love, people routinely ask me…well, what about Hitler?  
Do I believe Hitler is in heaven? Could God possibly have let Hitler into heaven?  

Today, I think people might ask, well, what about Osama bin Laden?  
Or even, what about Anders Breivik?  We all have these lists, don’t we? 

 

Here’s one of the places where I thank God for being God. 
I’m glad God is God because all that judging and salvation business is God’s job… 

Otherwise, I wonder where any of us would draw the line? 



 
I know it is hard for some of us to believe that Anders Breivik, or Osama bin 

Laden, or Hitler are children of God that and that even the heinous things they 
did can’t separate them from God’s love.  
 

But here’s the Good News in that.  
It means that: 

 When I get frustrated and angry, 
 When I get short with the people I love, 

 When I don’t think and then say an unkind word 
 When I get frustrated and act out, 

 When I pass by the guy with the sign offering to work for food  
When I don’t help those in need 

 When I don’t provide food or drink or clothing, when I don’t visit the sick and 
imprisoned or welcome the stranger…  

And when any of us does anything that we have trouble forgiving ourselves for… 

Know that you are forgiven. 
Know that you are loved 

Know that Jesus has gone ahead to make a place for you in God’s great house of love. 
If God is for you, who is against you? 

And know that nothing can separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

And whether you have gay family members or are gay or lesbian yourself, no matter 
what anyone tells you, nothing can separate you or your loved ones from the love of 

God.  
If you get angry at your children, your parents, coworkers, or even God,  

God loves you still.  
If you miss the chance to help someone, God still loves you,  

if you don’t spend as much time with your children – or parents as you should,  
if you don’t pray as you think you ought,  

if you don’t give as much as you could to the church or to other worthwhile causes,  
if you think you could do a better job recycling your trash,  

if you don’t get everything on your list crossed off,  
if you can’t forgive yourself, know that God has already done so.  

God may not love all the trouble that we get ourselves into, or our failure to live up to 
who we know we should be, but if you don’t remember anything else,  

KNOW that GOD LOVES YOU  

and nothing you can do will never stop God from loving you. 
 

That means, stop being so hard on yourself. Continue forgiving others,  
but know that God has already forgiven you, so please, learn to forgive yourself.  
 

While God certainly abhors what Anders Breivik did that morning nine years ago, 
God will never stop loving him. Or Bin Laden, or Hitler…beloved children of God.  

Did I just say that? Yikes! 
But you know what? None of us knows the mind of God… 

but we all know the love of God 
And there certainly is nothing you can do to make God stop loving you.  

That is the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 


