
 

Start Looking, 

and You’ll See Roads All Over the Bible  

By The Rev. Emily M.D. Scott Rev. Scott is an ELCA pastor. 
The pandemic has scattered us from our communal rituals. 

But that isn’t where our journey should end. 
 

Once, my life was made of bread. I 

was the pastor of a “dinner church” 

where our worship took the form of 

a meal we cooked and ate together. 

Our church was filled not with pews, 

but with tables. Not with the heady 

smell of incense, but onions soften-

ing in olive oil and rosemary as the 

bread warmed in the oven.  

    For eight years, the same song 

was on my lips every Sunday: an ancient prayer that marked this meal as holy. I 

was the founder of this small church, and, three years ago, it became clear my job 

was complete. The fledgling congregation was ready to fly on its own, and I 

stepped away from my role as pastor. The grief was so potent, I could find only 

one course: I ran away. I scraped together some cash, sublet my apartment and 

left town in a 1994 Dodge camper van. 

    On the road driving West, I belonged to no one. Detached from the rhythm of 

Sunday night supper, I was untethered, and often forgot what day of the week it 

was. When I discovered it was Sunday, the songs of my congregation rose in my 

heart. On the wind, I thought I could detect a hint of rosemary.  

    Lately, I’ve been reminded of that half-year of journeying. The coronavirus 

pandemic has plunged our world into global grief, tinged with fear and longing. 

The routines that once gave structure to our lives have drifted away. In this 

strange new land, it’s easy, as it was for me on the open road, to forget what day 

it is.  

    For churchgoers, this 

sense of disconnection 

has been heightened by 

the cessation of in-person 

Sunday worship 

gatherings. Though 

ministry continues off-

site or online, many of 

our sanctuaries are 

locked tight. For those 

who have resumed in-

person services, efforts to 

reclaim community are 

stifled by six feet of distance and masks that shield our smiles. We’re not allowed 

to sing. In a final gut-punch, we can’t even share the bread.  

      For Christians for whom the Eucharist is central, this is a startling loss. 

Relegated to worshiping online, denominations have been flummoxed by the 

question of whether communion can be celebrated via the internet.  

(continued on page 4) 
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Worship Notes 
(How to navigate Zoom worship while 
sheltering in place even if you don’t have 
a computer or a Smart phone) 

 

   Zoom is a handy program that 

helps us to be together (virtually, 

that is), in real time. The program 

allows us to see each other and to 

chat before worship begins and 

afterward.  

   You don’t have to download 

anything to your computer, tablet or 

Smart phone. Just click on the link I 

will send via email, or copy and 

paste this link into your browser (the 

address line on your internet page): 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/823930

74728. The link includes the Meeting 

ID.  However, if you don’t have 

access to a computer, you can 

always call in just before worship 

begins. You won’t be able to see us, 

and we won’t be able to see you, but 

we’ll see your phone number and 

know you’re connected. You can 

interact with everyone else who is 

logged into the worship service, and 

you can hear the worship service in 

real time.  

   All you need to do is to call 

1 301-715-8592, wait for the 

prompt, and enter this ID: 

823 9307 4728 These numbers 

and links will work every single week 

for as long as we continue to 

worship this way. 

   If you happen to miss church at 

10:00, Kallie Mill records the 

services each week and posts them 

on Gloria Dei’s Facebook page, so 

you can always watch the service at 

your convenience, here: 

https://www.facebook.com/gloria.de

i.940/videos/965980630484659/ 

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
https://www.facebook.com/gloria.dei.940/videos/965980630484659/
https://www.facebook.com/gloria.dei.940/videos/965980630484659/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Around the Church 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
All worship services and meetings held via Zoom 

 

Faithful Conversations” 

Dear Church Discussion 

Wednesday, July 15 – 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 817 0494 7321 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Friday, July 17, 8:30 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 821 8649 9965 
 

Call Process Discussion 

Sunday, July 19, 9 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 823 9307 4728 
 

Sunday Worship service 

Sunday, July 19 – 10 am 
Same login as above 
 

Adult Education Bible Study 

Monday, July 20 – 7:00 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571 

1 301-715-8592  

Meeting ID: 8997130571 
 

Faithful Conversations” 

Dear Church Discussion 

Wednesday, July 22 – 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321 
1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 817 0494 7321 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Friday, July 24, 8:30 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965 

1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 821 8649 9965 
 

Call Process Discussion 

Sunday, July 26, 9 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728 

1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 823 9307 4728 
 

Sunday Worship service 
Sunday, July 26 – 10 am 
Same login as above 

 

Adult Education Bible Study 

Monday, July 20 – 7:00 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997

130571 

1 301-715-8592  

Join us online for 

 

 
Every Monday evening  

at 7:00 am 

Each week, you can log into the class by pasting this 

link into your browser. Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571 

or call from any phone:1 301-715-8592  

and when prompted, enter the  

Meeting ID: 8997130571 

 

Faithful Conversations 
A weekly discussion group about how our faith 

informs what is happening in the world around us. 
Facilitated by Pastor Peggy Yingst and Pastor Israel Jurich. 

 

This Week: July 22, 7pm via Zoom: 

    Dear Church by Lenny Duncan 
“I dare you to be open to the repentance  

that this book calls for, to the grace it  

maniests, to the pain it witnesses to. I  

dare you to be changed by the truth in  

its pages. I dare you to not look away.  

It’s time.”  Nadia Bolz-Weber  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

Around the Church & Coos County 

                         

                                                                 Remember in Prayer… 
 

All essential workers,  

Medical personnel, mail carriers, delivery 

drivers, first responders, police, 

food processors and restaurant and grocery 

workers, that they stay safe during this crisis. 
 

For the healing of this nation. For those 

protesting unhealthy systems that perpetuate 

inequality and racism. For those whose lives 

and businesses that have been harmed by 

counter-protesters. 

 

Don Bunyard – Continuing health issues. 

Kay Hamilton – health issues 

Carol Foster – cancer 

Jim and John, nephews of June Phillips, as they face cancer. 

Brian Wolcot – awaiting a liver transplant 

Dick Carter – awaiting surgery 

 

Dick and Sandi Carter would like to thank the Prayer Chain for their 

prayers and support.  Continued prayers are appreciated. 

  

 

 

       Keys to the Kingdom?? 
 

Do you have a key to the church building?   
Do you need it?   

 
                       The church council is going through a process of       
                       identifying who has keys to the church.  We’re doing 
                       this is to update and verify our list of those who have 
keys and which one(s) they have.  This is a periodic review to ensure 
the security, safe and sanitizing of the church, especially in these 
most difficult times.  Within the next few weeks, we will be calling the 
folks on the current list to find out if they still have a key, which one 
and whether they still have a need for it.  In the meantime, you could 
be most helpful if you contacted the office by phone or email and 
provide this information.  Thank you for your help in this project! 

verify our list of who has 

keys and which one(s) 
they have.  This is a 

periodic review to ensure 
the security, safe and 

sanitizing of the church, 
especially in these most 

difficult times.  Within 
the next few weeks we 

will be calling the folks 

on the current list to find 
out if they still have a 

key, which one and 
whether they still have a 

need for it.  In the 
meantime, you could be 

most helpful if you 
contacted the office by 

phone or email and 

provide this 
information.  Thank you 

for your help in this 
project! 

Gloria Dei  

Church Council 
 

RICHARD WHITWER, Pres. 
756-4255 
 

BOYD BJORKQUIST, VP 

756-5325 
 

LYNN DANNER, Secretary 
267-0693 
 

JIM GILBERT Financial Sec. 
808-3642 
 

JEN SHAFER, Treasurer  

297-3440 
 

CURTIS BUELL 
290-6445 
 

JENNY FORBES 
396-7114 
 

PAUL HALVOR 
756-5791 
 

KATHIE HODGIN 
266-0816 
 

KATHY JACOBSON 
269-2483 
 

KALLIE MILL 
290-1122 
 

LINDA MITCHELL 
297-2976 
 

KELLY NORTHCUTT 

756-1060 
 

ANNETTE REHER 
266-0730 
 

KEITH SELANOFF 
(503) 839-4098 
 

IAN STEVENSON 

269-2181 

Please send 
pictures of 

yourself and/or 

your family to 
Pastor 

pastorpeggy@hotmail.com 

so she can finish the 
Pictorial Directory 

Families with Children 
FREE GRAB-N-GO MEALS 

 
 

 
 

-Where to pick up food this summer 

Monday through Friday  
 

North Bend High School     11:15-11:45 am 

Hillcrest Elementary 11:00-11:10 am  
Ferry Street Park  11:15-11:25 am 
Simpson Park 11:30-11:40 am 

Airport City Park 11:45-noon 
Harbor Assembly of God 12:05-12:20 pm 
Oak Street Park 12:25-12:40 pm 

Cedar Grove Apartments   11:00-11:10 am 
Boynton Park 11:15-11:30 am  
North Bay Elementary 11:45-11:55 am 
Hauser Community Church Noon-12:10 pm 
Lakeside Library 12:20-12:35 pm  

 

For families with children 1 to 18 years old 
One bag per child per day. 

 

For more information,  
call North Bend School District #13  
(541) 751-6779 or (541) 756-2521 

 

mailto:pastorpeggy@hotmail.com


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Women’s  

Text Study 
Every Friday at 8:30 am 

via Zoom 
Join them online to discuss 

the upcoming Sunday’s  

Scripture readings. Call 

Pastor Peggy for details 

(802) 579-1948. 

Your consistent donations  
are important now more than ever. 

Simply Giving ®  
A simple choice, a generous response  

   Through Simply Giving®, your gifts are made 
through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your 
bank account. You determine the frequency of 

your automatic gift—weekly, semimonthly or 
monthly—the option is yours. You don’t need to 
worry about making your contribution while we’re 
away or when you’re on vacation.  To sign up, 
contact Violet in the church office. 541-267-2347 

 

 

    At the beginning of the pandemic, bishops issued statements 

and clergy members engaged in spiked debates. Some pastors 

invited their flocks to bring bread and wine to their computer 

screens; others instructed congregants to watch the streamed 

service but not receive the bread and wine at home. Bread is at 

the heart of our communal life, but quarantined, we have 

neither communion nor community. Who are we if we can’t 

break bread?  

    I often reminded my congregants that Jesus was always 

eating — regaling his followers with stories while he passed a 

bowl of olives or asked for more wine. Robert Karis writes that 

in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is either “going to a meal, at a meal or 

coming from a meal.”  

    Jesus hungered for the same things we do: to tuck into a 

tasty dish amid noisy banter and easy laughter. What we would 

give these days to pull in close around a table for dinner with 

friends, elbows bumping, passing heaping plates from hand to 

hand?  

    Priests and pastors across the church have been grasping for 

metaphors to help us make sense of this time away from the 

table, and one another. Some have framed it as a fast from 

communion. Others have struck upon the metaphor of the 

wilderness: an arid, unforgiving desert traveled by the 

Israelites for forty years. We haven’t been quarantining for 40 

years, but at least in the wilderness, the Israelites had one 

another.  

    I’ve been drawn to a different metaphor. Jesus gathered 

people (especially around tables), but he also scattered them.  

Early in the Gospels, Jesus sent his newly recruited disciples 

out to heal and cast out demons. They didn’t have much in the 

way of supplies, and in two accounts, they’re sent not in pairs,  

 

but entirely alone. Start looking, and you’ll see roads all over the 

Bible. These solitary travelers journeyed in situations of great 

uncertainty, much like our own. Their destinations may have 

been clear, but their futures were less so. Somewhere along the 

way, however, they always encountered something unexpected: 

the astonishing presence of the sacred. 

      Jacob, for instance, ended up in a wrestling match with God 

as he journeyed. A court official of the Ethiopian queen is 

baptized by the side of a thoroughfare. Two disciples trudging 

along a dusty byway, having heard the news of Jesus’ death, find 

that he was walking with them all along. And Paul hears God’s 

voice and ends up blind on the way to Damascus.  

    A road is an unlikely metaphor for a pandemic that has us 

stuck at home. But what happens when we see ourselves as 

purposefully scattered — sent out on an unexpected journey, 

traveling solo? In the bible, the road is often a place of desolation 

and isolation, but also of encounter. A road has direction; it 

carries us from an old life to a new one. 

    Perhaps there’s something about being jolted away from our 

rituals and routines for a time that helps us see their value in new 

ways. We never planned to walk this path, but it’s given us a 

shock of clarity. At once, we are suddenly unemployed, 

attempting to both parent and work full time, hesitating about 

next year’s college plans, or fearful of illness.  

    Shaken from our routines, many are asking new questions. Do 

we really need to spend hours commuting? Should work be such 

a priority when our parents won’t be around forever? Why not 

make that change we’ve dreamed of now?  

     Societally, there’s sudden clarity as well. We see the perilous 

failures of a health care system that leaves so many to fend for 

themselves, an economy that leaves so little margin for disaster. 
(Continued next page) 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

I found this helpful quote regarding Interim Ministry the other day on 

Facebook: I am not responsible for the happiness of the congregation.  I am not 
responsible for the success of the congregation.  I am responsible to name what I see 

and let the congregation decide what to do about it.        Pastor Tim Wolbrecht, ELCA 

    On the road, I eschewed church for a time, but communion 

found me anyway. 

     Stranded in the middle of Nebraska when my van 

(predictably) broke down, a kind Lutheran pastor took me out 

to a diner. Over eggs and toast, he told me stories of the 

refugees and immigrants who worked at the meat packing 

plant in town. At the Whistle Stop Café in Montana, I sat next 

to Norma, celebrating her 84th birthday over burgers. And in 

the California desert I was invited to the sturdy table of an 

almond farmer, where big bowls of home-cooked veggies 

were pressed on me with generosity fit for the prodigal son.  

    In Erie, Pennsylvania, I rolled into a campsite and backed 

my van up to the edge of the great lake, surrounded by Harley-

Davidsons. I shared a beer with a biker who had one thing to 

tell me about my trip: Don’t plan a thing.  

    “Because all my plans will fall apart?” I asked.  

    “Not only that,” he answered, “but because when you don’t 

plan, things will happen you wouldn’t believe.” He winked, 

his bristle of mustache rising mischievously as he smiled.  

    During this pandemic, I can’t depend on communion each 

Sunday as I used to. But there will still be bread. Here, on the 

road, between the old life and a new one, we have the 

opportunity to be remade. Who will we choose to become?  

 
Emily M.D. Scott (@Broken_Bread) is an ELCA pastor at Dreams 

and Visions in Baltimore, and the author of “For All Who Hunger: 

Searching for Communion in a Shattered World.” 

Originally published in the New York Times, July 21. 2020 

The Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis, Luther Seminary 

50 years, 50 women 
50 | 40 | 10 

This year as the ELCA 
celebrates 50 years of 

ordaining women, 40 of 
ordaining women of color, 

and 10 for LGBTQIA+ 
persons, we will honor 50 

women who have been 
leaders in Christian history 

with a profile posted to our 
Facebook page every week 

 

http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/about/50-40-10/


NOTES FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL FORUM, JULY 12, 2020 from Heide Cummings 
Question 1 - Name 3 ways that our community (CB/NB) has been challenged by change & 

transition in recent years.  What does our community need? 

Gloria Dei gives support, friends, strength in faith and daily life.   
 

Question 2 - How does Gloria Dei understand its reason for being in the light of God's call to 

mission & service?  Who are we? Why are we here? 

Almost 60 years of friends,, good climate, recreation, small town atmosphere. However, this also brings 

small town politics, and so lack of jobs and services. 

Question 3 - What are our gifts and resources at Gloria Dei for fulfilling this purpose from 

question 2?  What are our congregation's top 3 assets and how are they being used?  Are there 

obstacles that must be overcome to be able to use these gifts and accomplish the mission? 

Face-to-face communication and possibly a better sound transmission for the service. Ability to participate 

in programs and activities. 

 

NOTES FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL FORUM, JULY 19, 2020 
 

Question 4 - What are the top three mission priorities which, if accomplished, hold the most 

promise for the continued development of our ministry? 

Become more diversified---not just in meals program but in the congregation 

         bringing in more people of other races and cultures & being more ecumenical 

• We need to do more reaching out---How? 

• Get involved in community organizations & work together on projects 

• Don't be afraid to mention where we go to church 

• Invite people to our meal programs, LOGOS plays, holiday services 

• Possibly send a post card to someone inviting them to something or 

          knock on doors in the area surrounding our church to invite people to 

          a special service, make a phone call to a neighbor and personally invite 

          them to a meal at church.   

• Intern program 

• Developing a plan for land/property gifted to Gloria Dei. 

• Reach out to hospitals and make connections with nurses and doctors who may be on a rotation in 

this area (possibly have a flyer we could leave at the hospital like we do with the labyrinth fliers. 

 Youth/Young Adults - we need some good programs for youth and young adults -   

         how do we find out their needs 

• Have one on one conversations with them 

• Ask what they are missing in regards to church & how could the church 

• Be more relevant in their lives 

• Important to let them know we are thinking about them 

• They are comfortable with computers so maybe they could have form 

         a "small group" that meets on Zoom 

• Possibly have a dinner and game night for them 

• We need to continue our mission and efforts to keep in contact with the older 

         members of our congregation 

• Homeless situation 
  

Question 5 - What things do you do outside of Gloria Dei to participate in the community – 
We really didn't get talk about this one other than to have people mention areas in which our church is 

reaching out into the community through donating to the food cupboard, reaching out through Ruth's 

Closet, finding out more about our community organizations through WELCA 

 

 

Transition Team News 
 

Get in on the discussion – 9am Sundays via Zoom 



  Around the Oregon Synod 
 

 

Come to this exciting new workshop  
to learn the benefits of ecumenical 

partnership! 

 

IMAGINING LIFE TOGETHER 

Exploring Ecumenical Partnerships 
 

Saturday, July 25 
10:00 am-1:00 pm 

 
Please RSVP via this Google form. 

You will receive a follow up email with the Zoom 
meeting links and details the week of the event. 

Congregational renewal, redevelopment, or transformation is not a one-person project. It involves the 

majority of congregational members actively working together toward mutually discerned goals so 

that their ministry is life-giving for their communities. Some congregations are faced with 

circumstances that make this effort exceedingly difficult to do alone, Other congregations are looking 

to make their ministry thrive further and deeper in their communities. We have seen partnerships 

significantly change circumstances and assets. Ecumenical partnerships allow two or more 

congregations to engage with their members, neighbors, and communities more effectively.  Finding 

creative opportunities to grow mission, build community, and for new ventures to blossom through 

collaboration. Stories will be shared by leaders linked to the following partnerships: 

McMinnville Cooperative Ministries.  A joint ministry of McMinnville United Methodist Church and 

Trinity Lutheran Church of McMinnville. Spirit of Grace in Hood River.  Leaven Community Land & 

Housing Coalition.  

 

“We want to spark curiosity, we need to open our imagination together.” 

 Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar. Oregon Synod-ELCA  

 

Oregon Synod 
2800 N. Vancouver Ave., Suite #101, Portland, OR 97227 

(503) 413-4191 
Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar- BishopLaurie@OregonSynod.org 

Bishop's Associate Juan Carlos La Puente- juancarlos@OregonSynod.org 

Bishop's Associate Pr. Melissa Reed- pastormelissa@OregonSynod.org 
Synod Office (Jemae McCanna)- office@OregonSynod.org 

Disaster Response Team (Jan Wierima) - beprepared@oregonsynod.org 

 

https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=818a0a2114&e=43aba503b3
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=2bd58ee746&e=43aba503b3
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=9537f2b574&e=43aba503b3
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=db248169a6&e=43aba503b3
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=db248169a6&e=43aba503b3


 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information coming soon! 

 

Around the Oregon Synod 
 

September 19, 2020 

 
The synod will gather for an affordable, ($25 per connected device) 

online, 1-day event of practical workshops and learning sessions. With 
topics from adaptive change, technology, heath care and equity, 

climate, racism, to stewardship there will be something for everyone. 
 

More information coming soon! 

One day event: Saturday, November 7, 2020 


