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Sermon 
Matthew 25:31-46 

Reign of Christ Sunday, November 22, 2020 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon 

 
Author Jim Wallis, who is also the editor of Sojourner magazine, was a seminary 

student in Chicago many years ago. He and his classmates decided to try an 
experiment. They made a study of every single reference to the poor in the whole 

Bible, from God's love for the poor, to God being the deliverer of the oppressed. 
It should be no surprise that they found thousands of verses on the subject, 

because the Bible is full of references to the poor.  
 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, for example, the second most prominent theme is the 
poor. The first is idolatry and the two are often connected. In the New 

Testament, one of every sixteen verses is about poor people; in the gospels, one 

of every ten; in Luke, one of every seven. We find the poor everywhere in the 
Bible.   

 
One member of Wallis’ group was a rather obsessive student who thought he 

would experiment to see what might happen if he took a pair of scissors to an old 
Bible. He cut every single reference to the poor out of the Bible.  

It took him a very long time.  
 

When he came to Amos and read the words, "Let justice roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream," he just cut that part out. When 

he got to Isaiah and heard the prophet say, "Is not this the fast that I choose: to 
bring the homeless poor into your home, to break the yoke and let the oppressed 

go free?" he just cut it right out. All those Psalms that see God as a deliverer of 
the oppressed, they disappeared from his Bible as well.  

 

In the first chapter of Luke’s gospel, he came to the beautiful song Mary sings 
after she is told she will carry the Savior of the world in her own womb. She 

sings, "The mighty will be put down from their thrones, the lowly exalted, the 
poor filled with good things and the rich sent away empty."  

In about 10 days, we’ll again gather online for the beloved Holden Evening Prayer 
Advent worship. We’ll hear Doris Smith beautifully sing those same words. 

 
But back to the guy with the scissors. I imagine you can guess what happened to 

that passage after he finished. He also cut Matthew 25, which is our lesson for 
today, about our responses to the least of these.  Luke 4, which notes Jesus' very 

first sermon where he said, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to poor people" -- that was cut, too.  

And Matthew’s recording of Jesus’  "Blessed are the poor," also was gone.  
 

So much of the Bible was cut out; as you might guess, that when he was 

through, his old Bible literally was in shreds. It wouldn't hold together.  
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It was falling apart. It was a Bible full of holes. Years later, that same student 
became a pastor and often would take that Bible with him when he preached.  He 

would hold it high in the air above his congregation and say, "Brothers and 
sisters, this is the American Bible, which today is full of holes from all that we 

have cut out. We might as well have taken that pair of scissors and just cut out 
all that we have ignored for such a long time.” In America, it is unfortunate that 

the Bible we read is full of holes and so many people only preach on what is left, 
ignoring the poor. They preach about what benefits their congregation…and 

themselves. 
 

We call it a holy Bible, but it doesn't mean it is supposed to be full of holes. 
(haha) 

Wouldn’t it be great if we would symbolically reconfigure our Bibles to restore the 
integrity of the word of God in our lives, in our churches and in our communities. 

We should know that our devotion to our faith is not determined by following a 

set of rules and regulations, but in how we live our lives. And we need to be a 
people concerned more with the poor, hungry and unhoused than we are with 

ourselves. 
 

I’m going to go back a generation here in politics, because we might be here 
forever if I talked about current events. But I'll never forget the newspaper 

headlines years ago when they reported that Ed Meese, who was Ronald 
Reagan’s Attorney General and a fellow Lutheran, had said in a that a Task force 

he had headed had found no evidence that there were hungry people in America. 
He also suggested that people only went to soup kitchens because the food there 

was free. This was also the administration that said ketchup was going to be 
reclassified as a vegetable.  

 
Where was his task force looking for the hungry? Certainly not in any hard 

places! I don’t know how he got away with it then, but now, many years later, in 

this pandemic, this economic crisis, the hungry and desperate people are right in 
front of us. We can’t deny that suffering people are all around us today.  

The real lesson of Jesus’ parable today is an invitation for us to seek God. To 
seek God where God is found. Not only in the beauty of the sunsets or the birth 

of babies or the bounty of nature and conclude that there is a God. The real 
lesson of this parable is to seek God where God is to be found - and God is to be 

found hiding behind the faces of suffering people.  
But the Good News is that we are seeking out God, that our Bibles are being put 

back together again. It is already happening. You see it here in worship, you will 
see it in those who will gather to peel potatoes next week, you see it here on the 

first Saturday of every month.  
 

In response to something she read a couple of weeks ago, Lynn Danner imagined 
creating a project at Gloria Dei that would help feed the hungry in our 

community. What if we could harness our resources to help fund the Community 

Meal project? Enter the ELCA’s Daily Bread project that offered a $500 match if 
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we could raise $500 locally. In a little more than a week, you raised more than 
$1300 – and with the ELCA’s match, we’ll have $1800 to feed people in the next 

year.  
 

You can also look at some unlikely places to see where this passion going on 
around the world - Every day in 35 countries, Lutheran World Relief works to 

combat the causes of poverty and the dignity it robs from people’s lives. Since 
1976, Habitat for Humanity has built more than 200,000 homes to shelter more 

than a million people – by people who have seen Christ in the hungry and 
homeless. 

 
Francis was the wealthy son of a wealthy Italian family and was living high on the 

hog. With this life of privilege, most days Francis felt important, confident and 
even a bit cocky, but underneath it all, he also felt very empty. As he was riding 

his horse one day, he stopped and suddenly, there was a beggar at his feet. 

Francis looked down at the beggar and could see that the beggar had leprosy. His 
body was filled with open sores and wounds from the leprosy. Francis looked 

down, got down from his horse, bent down and picked up the man and looked 
into the man’s face. He then did something unusual. Francis put his arms around 

the beggar, put his face against the open wounds, and hugged the man. As 
Francis embraced him, and then pulled his head away, he realized he had just 

looked into the face of Jesus. At that moment, Francis, the son of wealth, became 
St. Francis. St. Francis of Assisi. A revolutionary change had occurred in his life. 

This story is an invitation for us to reach out and to hug, embrace, pull close into 
us, those who are hurting in the world.  

 
In contrast to Francis’ story from the 13th Century were the 1st Century Pharisees 

- the self-righteous Pharisees. The Pharisees seemed to be willing to look for God 
only in the most obvious places. In the beauty of the mountains on a clear, fall 

day, in the face of a beautiful baby, in the bounty and fullness of nature. The 

Pharisees saw God in the obvious places. They went to church, they tithed, and 
they relished their sacraments. They searched for God in the obvious places, 

upstairs. The Pharisees never searched for God in the hard places. They were 
unwilling to look for Christ among society’s forgotten. 

 
I’m sure that if the Pharisees would have organized a Task Force, they too 

wouldn’t have found any evidence that hungry people existed. Not then, not in 
the 1980s, and not now. For a whole variety of reasons, the Pharisees never did 

go and look for God in the hard places. Never.  
 

But others continued to look. “You tell it was you we helped, but we didn't know 
it was you." Jesus says to those he calls righteous, "As you have done it to one of 

the least of these, you have done it to me." The righteous didn’t remember, 
because helping others was just a part of who they were. Offering help was 

something they did without really thinking about it.  
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What Mary’s song teaches us is that Matthew 25 is all about is the critical lesson 
of solidarity of togetherness. Our world is too small now for "us" and "them." 

There should only be "we." We are bound together. We share a common destiny. 
But somehow, our world has broken the covenant of unity with our neighbors, 

with the poor, with the earth, with ourselves and with God.  
The hope is in re-establishing our covenant with our neighbors and understanding 

that solidarity with them is essential for everyone’s future. 
How can we do that in a world full of injustice and despair?  

In a world without hope? 
 

First, it means to have the love of Christ inside of you.  
None of us can be this kind of loving person unless the love of Christ is living in 

us. It is not you. It is not me. It is the love of God living inside of us.  
God is found hiding behind the faces of suffering people. 

We can’t embrace these hurting people unless the love of God lives in us.  

It is the love of God that keeps us going; that gives us hope. May it be so.  
 

 
Amen 


